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YOUR PRESENTER

• Bob Nightingale started using Joomla in 2007, 
shortly after joining the Friends of Silverbrook 
Cemetery, a non-profit organization

• 35 years IT experience—coding, databases, system 
management, implementations, consulting, customer 
support, sales engineering

• Currently works as a database developer for a 
Federal contractor

• Contributes on Quora, LinkedIn

• webmaster@friendsofsilverbrook.org



WHAT IS …?

Joomla:

Your Content Management System

Fabrik

Database presentation add-In for Joomla

Sourcerer

Plugin that allows source code to run in 
Joomla articles

PHP

Web language of choice

• Pieces that make this 

work

• You will need some skills



INSTALL FABRIK

• Download from

https://fabrikar.com

• Free!

• Tutorial YouTube videos 

by Robbie Adair of 

ostraining.com

https://fabrikar.com/


INSTALL 
SOURCERER

• Regular Labs Sourcerer

• https://regularlabs.com/

extensions/sourcerer

https://regularlabs.com/extensions/sourcerer


WHY DO 
THIS?

• By using Fabrik, your report will look 
like all the rest of the pages on your 
website

• Since Fabrik is a Joomla extension, it is 
managed within the Joomla 
administration screens. Rapid 
development, easy admin!

• Do not need to use an iFrame to 
another program

• You can control what is on the screen 
(add/hide/modify columns quickly)

• Not a fan of Fabrik Advanced Search

• I like it this way—similar to the old 
search



GRAVE 
SEARCH 

APPLICATION

• Silverbrook is a 190-year-old municipal 

cemetery in Niles, Michigan, USA

• Graves table contains 22,000 entries

• Last Name, First Name, Dates of Birth, Death, 

Interment, Location, Funeral Home, Veteran flag, URLs 

to Obituaries (7,000) and Flickr photo pages (14,000)

• 2007 website single Front Page

• 2008 Joomla goes live (Jamba template)

• First graves listing was a spreadsheet

• 2009 Grave search as an iframe page, 

PHP/MySQL  

• 2014 Current template installed (Alasse)

• 2019 Fabrik grave search goes live



OLD SEARCH 
WITHOUT 

FABRIK 

• All PHP and MySQL

• Presented in a Joomla iframe 

page or standalone

• Not Responsive

• https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/

gravesearch/gravesearch_notitle

7.php

https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/gravesearch/gravesearch_notitle7.php


WHAT IS YOUR 
QUEST?

• Custom search form written in 

PHP

• Fabrik list view

• https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/

gravesearch

https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/gravesearch


STEPS

Find a table or view you want to 

display

Create a list view in Fabrik

Formulate GET calls to display your 

search

Create PHP code to do the GET call

Add it to the Introduction of your 

Fabrik page with Sourcerer



CHOSE YOUR 
TABLE OR 

VIEW



CREATE LIST 
VIEW IN 
FABRIK



CREATE LIST 
VIEW IN 
FABRIK



CREATE LIST 
VIEW IN 
FABRIK: 

PREFILTER



CREATE LIST 
VIEW IN 
FABRIK: 

DISABLE ACCESS



CREATE LIST 
VIEW IN 

FABRIK: EDIT 
ELEMENTS 



FABRIK GET NAME/VALUES

• Website’s home page: https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/site4/index.php

• Component:  option=com_fabrik

• List or detail page: view=list

• List number in Fabrik: listid=22

• Forget last Fabrik call: resetfilters=1

• Filter string by element: GravesSearchView___lcfname[value][]=smith

• Filter operator (Greater Than or Equal):
GravesSearchView___lcfname[condition]=%3E=

• Sort by element: order_by=GravesSearchView___lcfname

https://friendsofsilverbrook.org/site4/index.php


SCRIPT GET NAME/VALUES

• First load of page? ReloadFlag=0

• Search Field Text: Lname=smith

• Dropdown default: SearchType=LastName

• Veterans box checked: VetY=Y



WRITE PHP 
SEARCH CODE

• Started with “no title 7” 

php code

• Stripped out extra 

formatting

• Stripped out POST 

functions

• Added two-pass logic



TWO PASS LOGIC

• When the page is first loaded, ReloadFlag is not defined.

• The parameters Lname, SearchType and VetY are read with $_GET

• Location is reformatted if necessary

• Fabrik URL is built up and page called again

header("Location: " . $newURL);

die();

• On second pass, ReloadFlag is set to “1” in hidden input parameter in Submit 

form so that the previous code is not called



PHP FOR 
SEARCH



PHP FOR 
SEARCH



ADD CODE TO 
PAGE WITH 
SOURCERER

• Use the Editor panel

• DO NOT USE 

CODE PANEL!

• In the first line of the 

edit text area, use 

{source}



ADD CODE TO PAGE 
WITH 

SOURCERER(CONT.)

• Put {/source} after 

your code



ADD 
FABRIK LIST TO 

MENU

• Don’t add as “detail”

• Remember your list number 

from the Fabrik components 

screen



LAST WORDS

• There is a bug in some versions of Fabrik that needs a manual update to make 

a list against a view.

• In the column xxx_fabric_list.params, for your listid, add "isview":"1"

• Try disabling Joomla system caching for better performance (wha??)

• When pasting code into the Introduction panel, paste as PLAIN TEXT

• Don’t edit in the panel. If you need to make changes, copy the code out to 

Notepad++ to remove any formatting, change the code, and replace.  



QUESTIONS?

• Bob Nightingale

• Email:         

webmaster@friendsofsilverbrook.org

• LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/robertnightingale/


